
Founded in 2018 by Kosi Reni Amayo and Mariam
Jimoh, ONWE is focused on storytelling that allows for
marginalised ideas and diverse voices to be centre, and
ensuring ownership for those creating the narratives.

The business was born from a noticeable gap in the
market. Kosi was pitching her debut novel Daughters
of Nri and after speaking with a number of publishers
she felt that the language used to describe her book
was tokenistic. It seemed the value they saw in her
book was its ability to tick off a ‘diversity’ checkbox.

She and Mariam realised others might be in the same
boat and over dinner they discussed the possibility of
creating a publishing vehicle that could bring books
like Daughters of Nri to the public, whilst giving the
stories the justice they deserve.

Both founders believe that these stories should not be
othered because they focus on the perspectives of
minority groups. They deserve the same respect and
individualism that is given to stores that are deemed
more mainstream.

ONWE means ownership / freedom in Igbo.



Kosi Reni Amayo 
Kosi is a British Nigerian author. She attended Imperial
College London, where she earned her MEng in Aeronautical
Engineering, and juggled a career in investment banking as a
business analyst, along with writing her debut novel.

Mariam Jimoh
As well as starting ONWE, Mariam founder of Oja, a
marketplace for cultural specialist groceries. She attended
University College London and where she earned her BSc,
and has a background in M&A banking and is self confessed
serial entrepreneur.



Kosi was born and raised in London to two Nigerian immigrant
parents. She has spent many years studying the intricacies of
different African and specifically Nigerian, cultures, mythology and
anthropology to unearth a rich history that has been obscured and
forgotten across the globe.

Kosi’s debut novel Daughters of Nri – which writes under her the
name Reni K Amayo - is set in ancient Igbo land and follows two
twin goddesses who have been separated at birth on their epic
journey of self-discovery as they embark on a path back to one
another. The book featured in the BBC, Metro and Bustle.
Bestselling author, Dorothy Koomson, said that the book “is
something special...so much myth, fantasy and genuinely great
storytelling,” whilst Buzzfeed noted, “Amayo weaves a world of
literary magic.” Her second novel, Descendants of the First, will be
released in Spring 2021.

“I have always been an avid reader which turned into a love of
writing. When I first started writing Daughters of Nri I realised the
main character would be a Black girl, exposing the fact I could count
on one hand the number of books that were Black female-led. That's
a difficult thing to reconcile as someone who has a deep love for
literature, and when you put it in the context that I live in a world
that both violently attacks and neglects people that look like me.
Writing is a kind of liberation for myself.

I ask myself, was there ever a time when things were different? A
time before slavery and oppression, and through that research I
found amazing content on ancient African mythologies and history,
that kickstarted the world that the novel exists within.”

Although, Mariam began her career in investment banking - she
has always been passionate about filling gaps for
underrepresented communities. Whilst still in university she
founded WCAN (wcan.uk), a 6000-strong network dedicated to
the professional and personal development of black women,
whilst also working closely with corporate firms to attract, hire
and retain black women. Her passion for diversity coupled with
her business acumen and strategic background was what led her
to co-found Onwe, to focus on amplifying diverse voices and
under-represented cultures and ideals.

Her launch of Oja in 2020 continues this pursuit. Oja is a digital
marketplace for cultural specialist groceries taking on the
challenge of making the global, local.

“Oja means market in Yoruba. That’s my heritage; I’m Nigerian,
although born and raised in London. It is a cosmopolitan market
where you can go to find pretty much anything you need.
Getting this right was very important to me because I am Oja’s
customer.

Many cultural groups are under-served in the groceries they 
know and use, but there are grocery stores for various 
marginalised cultures that are under-served. Combining my skills 
set with strategy and finance and as a self-confessed foodie and 
wine-head I wanted to serve these communities by brining these 
goods online.”



The plan for ONWE is to build the business into an ecosystem
that bridges the gap between under-represented and minority
creators and consumers. With book publishing at its core,
ONWE will also be developing unique content, products and
experiences to broaden out into a lifestyle brand.

Eventually, Kosi and Mariam will look to have a physical space
that fosters this model, where creators can co-work and
develop their skills, as well as a go-to spot for consumers who
are seeking a different narrative.

ONWE recently acquired the world right to three titles from
debut authors - Ashaye Brown, Di Lebowitz and Rab Ferguson
- to be published across 2021.

“We aren’t tied to any specific genre, what we're really looking
for is a unique writing voice and a well-thought-out plot that
centres a different perspective” Mariam explains.

“We look for stories centred on culture or ideas that are often
neglected. We believe that these stories are incredibly
important and lost in the current system.” Kosi adds, defining
their approach.



The first title, by Ashaye Brown's
Dream Country, is a YA fantasy novel
which draws on world mythologies to
explore family, murder and envy.

Inspired by the #MeToo movement, Di
Lebowitz's The Marks Left on Her is a
novel based on true events and will
explore themes of sexual assualt,
identity and mental illness.

2021 will round off with Rab
Ferguson's The Landfill Mountains,
another YA fantasy title which will
explore climate change



An independent publisher with diverse voices at the heart of their storytelling 

www.onwe.co
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