
THE STRONGBOX 

A new play about domestic slavery, love, and fennel soup. 
Written by Stephanie Jacob, directed by Lucy Richardson 

 

 
 

Kat’s got pliers. Maudie sleeps in the cubbyhole. Ma’s eaten too much cheese and 
needs attention.  They’ve all got dirty secrets, but who will get the keys to the 
strongbox?  
 
The Strongbox, a new play by writer Stephanie Jacob and direction from Lucy 
Richardson, explores the hidden world of domestic slavery. Debuting at this year’s 
Vault Festival 28 February – 4 March. The Strongbox is strange, chewy and 
unforgettable. 
 

Remember when I found you? I could've taken a deep breath and blown you away. I 
crossed the road for you. 

 
Based on a true contemporary London story, The Strongbox explores what we're 
capable of if we let ourselves believe others are less than human. The narrative 
revolves around septuagenarian Ma and her daughter, Kat, who keep Maudie, a 
homeless teenager, as a slave in their old London house.  It's tense and savage, but 
funny and tender. It ponders on whether we can live without trying to control each 
other and perhaps more confronting, who we’d need to be in order to make a more 
caring society.  
 
The poetic language and caustic humour, the claustrophobic setting of The Vaults 
themselves, and the eerie original soundscape all give the story a heightened reality. 
Sometimes it feels like a horrible fairy tale. But then you remember that it is real.  
 

https://vaultfestival.com/whats-on/the-strongbox/?spektrix_bounce=true


Over the course of an hour, locked 
in a small London kitchen, a power 
battle is played out between three 
women - all violent, all terrified, all 
looking for love. Perhaps the 
Strongbox holds the key to 
freedom.  
 
 
 
 

 
Why is The Strongbox a 
contemporary London story? 
 
In 2015 the Modern Slavery Act 
was passed in the UK and efforts 
are being made to raise awareness 
and enforce the new laws.  
 
The Independent and Evening 
Standard are currently running an 
investigation into slavery in London, 
Slaves On our Streets. The Church 
of England has just rolled out The 
Clewer Initiative over the next 3 
years, to encourage parishes to 
support victims of modern slavery: 

"we can act as eyes and ears in our communities to help identify victims". There was a 
Walk for Freedom in London in October 2017 organised by the anti-human trafficking 
group A21, attended by 800 marchers, to raise awareness. 
 
However only a tiny number of cases are prosecuted at the moment and a very small 
percentage of victims enter the National Referral Mechanism for support. It's a crime 
hiding in plain sight, exploiting the most vulnerable people across our world. 
 
Partnering with The Passage, London’s largest voluntary sector resource centre for 
homeless and vulnerable people, The Strongbox team are committed to creating 
unfamiliar and under-represented female voices. Through this story, the team follows 
three strong, violent, funny women aged between 17 and 75. 
 

http://passage.org.uk/


 
 

 
Vault Festival 2018 

www.vaultfestival.com/whats-on/the-strongbox 
 

28 February – 04 March 
18.15pm, Matinee 03 March 

Tickets £16.50 
 

Instagram: @thestrongboxplay 
Twitter: @strongboxplay 

 
All press enquiries Anna Masing  

anna@anna-frankie.com 07766547169 
 
  

http://www.vaultfestival.com/whats-on/the-strongbox
mailto:anna@anna-frankie.com
https://youtu.be/RisX3F5AgXw


NOTE TO EDITORS: 
 
The Strongbox Team: 
The team is made by the all female team that brought you The Quick: ‘tough touching 
and witty’ Time Out ****.  

In 2011 Diverse City produced Stephanie's play The Quick at Tristan Bates Theatre, 
directed by Lucy Richardson, where it was Time Out Critic's Choice for its three-week 
run “moving, upsetting and powerful” Ian Rickson, director.  

 
Stephanie Jacob (Writer) has had readings and workshops at the National, seed-
funding from Soho Theatre, been Writer on Attachment at the National Theatre Studio 
and recently won the Writer's Guild Best Radio Drama Award for A Night Visitor (BBC 
Radio 4). The Strongbox is her seventh play. 
 
Lucy Richardson (Director) has directed a wide variety of projects, from Debbie Isitt's 
The Woman Who Cooked Her Husband in the West End to Clean Break's HeartSpeak at 
the Arcola and Royal Festival Hall, as well as directing large-scale community projects 
in South Africa, Lesotho, Argentina and Lewisham for Project Phakama. She has 
developed plays with writers Polly Teale, Philip Osment and Jonathan Holloway as 
well as most of Stephanie's plays. She is currently also developing a new play by Jake 
Boston for the Edinburgh Festival 2018 about bare knuckle fighting.  
 
Cast: 
Joanna Wake (plays Ma) has had a long theatre career spanning the UK and France. 
She was one of the founders of the Yong Vic, playing leading roles and routing 
worldwide.  
 
Stephanie Jacob (plays Kat) as well as a writer Stephanie has had an extensive 
career as an actor. Most recently she was in The National Theatre’s St George and the 
Dragon.  
 
Hannah Morley (plays Maudie) graduated from Guildford School of Acting. Her 
credits include Roderigo in Othello and Bassianus in Titus Andronicus with Smooth Faced 
Gentlemen, Helena in Moments From A Midsummer Night's Dream with The Red House 
at HighTide Festival, and Henry in Henry V, Penthea in the Sam Wanamaker Festival 
at Shakespeare’s Globe. 
 

For further bio details please contact Anna Masing – anna@anna-frankie.com 

http://www.timeout.com/london/sport-and-fitness/the-quick

